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Hunt, Frazier 
The Untold Story Douglas MacArthur 


Devin-Adair. Oct. 20, 1954. 533p. $5.00. 


With the flair experienced journalist and sound 
appreciation history, Frazier Hunt has completed 
well-balanced biography his long-time friend, Douglas 
MacArthur. the story self-described “army 
brat” who achieved prominence our country’s mili- 
tary annals and inter-continental acclaim states- 
man. 


MacArthur’s family heritage, education, and military 
career created that rare environment—uncompromising 
Americanism. Douglas MacArthur was reaching adult- 
hood the very time when the territorial boundaries 
the American Empire were being completed. 
young man accepted the fact Empire and the 
further fact that the United States had moral re- 
sponsibility protecting subjects the Empire its 
farthest reaches. Beyond the extremes the Empire 
believed that was incumbent upon our diplomats 
win the friendship contiguous nations and pre- 
vent the concept unbalanced power from threatening 
our Empire and our friends. There Hunt’s explana- 
tion MacArthur’s great interest the welfare the 
Philippines, the friendship China, and his opposition 
the Greater Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere envisioned 
Japanese leaders. The MacArthur emerging from 
Hunt’s story not internationalist but rather the 
finest type nationalist. 


MacArthur believed that every nation should free 
work out its own political destiny within its own 
national boundaries and that our government should 
respect such nations long their political founda- 
tions were morally sound. Japanese covetousness, Rus- 
sian licentiousness, and British selfishness grated against 
MacArthur’s There would come time 
his career when his adherence such principles 
would make MacArthur target severe criticism 
directed from high diplomatic and military circles. 


the national scene MacArthur developed some 
fixed principles Americanism. favored constitu- 
tional government over presidential government, in- 
dividualism and free enterprise over creeping socialism, 
and statesmanship over political expediency. Frazier 
Hunt describes how rigid adherence such prin- 
ciples brought upon MacArthur the animosity host 
national figures such Presidents Roosevelt, and 
Truman, Eleanor Roosevelt, Harry Hopkins, Harold 
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Ickes, Elmer Davis, Dean Acheson, Joseph Davies, 
Walter Bedell Smith, Owen Lattimore, Alger Hiss, and 
the Communist Conspiracy everywhere. 


But one name that reappears time and time again 
the MacArthur story told Hunt that George 
Catlett Marshall. story that has already been 
told some degree Sen. Joseph McCarthy 
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(America’s Retreat from Victory) and George Sokol- 
sky’s (“Out Their Own Mouths” Freeman Magazine 
Sept. 24, 1951). Now the Marshall-MacArthur rela- 
tionship brought into full perspective being basi- 
cally personality conflict that developed into situa- 
tion that prolonged the Pacific phase World War II. 
MacArthur was dismayed see Marshall fighting 
war for British and Russian interests while withholding 
support from the Pacific theatre. MacArthur’s knowl- 
edge the Far East could not reconciled Mar- 
shall’s compliance with the terms and spirit the 
Yalta agreement which betrayed friendly China. The 
climax would come during Marshall’s ill-fated mission 
China when called truce that gave the Red 
Chinese chance rout the Nationalists. The entire 
mission contradicted years MacArthur’s work and 
warnings; and, brought joy the avowed enemies 
MacArthur—the Communists and their fellow trav- 
elers the Department State. 

Ending the military career MacArthur would the 
precipitate action Marshall’s staunchest admirer, 
President Harry Truman. The excuse for removing 
the general from his command was vaguely described 
insubordination. Frazier Hunt sees the Mac- 


Arthur dismissal the background man who wished 
victory against those who wished for stalemate. 
Those who wished for stalemate had reached the 
ears President Truman with pattern conspiracy 
that had germinated the halls the Kremlin. This 


not glorious revelation but the truth repeated 
often enough perhaps may believed and serve 
warning Americans the future. 

ciation man who has old-fashioned ideas which 
never become out-dated. While MacArthur remem- 
bered the United States will guide its own destiny 
guided his own destiny. story that will 
ridiculed internationalists, socialists, 
and materialists. will not appreciated maudlin 
Americans who refuse believe that some their 
national heroes have had clay feet. This revisionist 


history its very best. 
Francis Gannon, Ph.D., 
Assistant Professor History, 
University Scranton 


* * * 


Life Worth Living 
Nov. 1954. 237p. 


Sheen, Fulton 
(Second Series.) 
$3.50. 

Bishop Sheen needs introduction. And the same 
may said the twenty-six chapters this book 
which were heard probably millions listeners 
during the period from November, 1953, April, 1954. 
The publication his Excellency’s first telecasts last 
year met with enthusiastic response, and for many 
weeks Life Worth Living was among the ten best 
sellers our country. all probability the second 
series his televised talks will prove equally popular. 
this book, his fortieth incidentally, discusses many 
timely topics with thoroughness and clarity, ex- 
tremely skillful relieving the dry-as-dust examination 
abstruse philosophical subjects with appropriate illus- 
trations, and uses his seemingly unlimited fund 
humorous stories with very happy effects. 


McGraw-Hill. 


Hunt Sheen Day 


Best SELLERS 


his best, however, explaining our need 
God and proving that those who deny His existence 
His authority human affairs often become most 
harsh their treatment their fellow-man, fall into 
many absurd and even degrading errors about marriage, 
sex, education and psychology, and are generally the 
easiest victims for Communistic propaganda. 


Some statements will undoubtedly give rise animated 
arguments. Thus believes that the Russians should 
not allowed remain the United Nations, that 
juvenile delinquency predominates among the “middle 
class even the rich,” and that “it easy write 
book with footnotes, because everything you not 
understand not grasp thoroughly you put down 
the bottom the page.” 


There one error which attention should called. 
The author compares the significance three events 
that were supposed have happened the same day, 
October 13, 1917, Fatima, Rome, and Moscow. The 
event Rome, says, was the consecration our 
present Holy Father bishop. But this-is incorrect. 
Eugenio Pacelli was consecrated May 13, 1917, and 


Stephen C.SS.R., 
Church the Immaculate Conception, 
New York, New York 


Day, Helen Caldwell Not Without Tears 
Sheed Ward. Oct. 20, 1954. 270p. $3.50. 

This book chronicle the efforts woman, 
Negress and convert Catholicism, found study 
group for lay Catholic Action and day nursery for 
bitter uphill struggle against intolerance, suspicion, 
apathy and hatred. once sweet and bitter 
story, although the author writes without any bitter- 
ness. 


Helen Caldwell Day not confused with Dorothy 
Day, the leader the Catholic Worker Association, 
although Dorothy Day Helen Day’s inspiration and 
guiding light. 


The recent Supreme Court decision regarding segrega- 
tion has served focus national attention prob- 
lem which has long concerned the sociologist. Racism 
ugly sore the body national and the legal at- 
tempts bury have seen new festerings erupt. Mrs. 
Day has approached the problem from religious and 
charitable framework, and hers would appear the 
method which ultimately will triumph. 


BEST SELLERS issued the Library, University 

Scranton, Scranton, Pennsylvania 
Subscription price, $4.00; Single Copies, Cents; 
Canadian and Foreign, $4.50. Syndicate Subscription, 


$10.00, gives right reprinting classifications and 


separate reviews. Entered second class matter, 
April 16, 1943, the post office Scranton, Penn- 
sylvania, under the act March 1879. Copyright, 
1954, the University Scranton. Indexed the 
Catholic Periodical Index. 
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Love Eternal (1) Stone Sept. 
Sweet Thursday (IIb) Steinbeck Aug. 
The Royal Box Keyes Aug. 
Fable Faulkner Sept. 
The Dollmaker (IIb) Arnow July 
Fall Titan (IIb) Gouzenko Aug. 
Never Victorious, Never 

Caldwell May 


Defeated (IV) 
The Healing Oath (IIb) Soubiran Sept. 


Aug. 
Aug. 
Mar. 
July 


Aug. 


Cry Tomorrow (IIb) Roth 


Peale 
Overstreet 


Hecht 


The Power Positive Thinking (IIb) 
The Mind Alive (Ila) 

the Century (IIb) 

The Roosevelt Family Sagamore 


Hill Hagedorn 


Following her conversion Catholicism, Mrs. Day 
sought form interracial study group Memphis 
which would consider social problems the light 
Catholic teachings. The passive resistance her fel- 
low Catholics and the active resistance her white 
neighbors are sharply delineated for the reader. Out 
this study group rose the idea Blessed Martin 
House, combination day nursery and house hos- 
pitality for children and their mothers. Run volun- 
teer help and funds the house was place where 
laymen laywomen both have gone give them- 
selves God through voluntary poverty and prac- 
tice the works mercy; serve the needs the poor 
and their own spiritual needs.” 


This story faith God and the smallness and 
greatness the human spirit. The depth Mrs. 
Day’s spiritual strength runs throughout the book and 
gives beauty and vitality the effort. also 
penetrating analysis why the Negro has failed 
advance America; the humiliations has suf- 
fered and the rationalizations his white brother. 
Despite numerous opportunities Mrs. Day does 
not accuse, indict berate her fellow Americans and 
Catholics for their actions. This not book con- 
ceived anger and written bitterness. Rather 
orient the whole problem race terms frame- 
work Christian reference. 


This book will not set records for high sales because 
not all who should read will so. highly rec- 
ommended students race problems and all 
serious persons desirous deeper understanding 
“The Great American Dilemma.” 


John Baldi, 

Chairman, 

Department Social Sciences, 
University Scranton 
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Holland, Vyvyan Son Oscar Wilde 
Dutton. Oct. 22, 1954. 237p. $3.75. 

“My moral obliquity,” Oscar Wilde said toward the 
close his life—when had actually entered the 
largely due the fact that parents 


Holland Ellis 
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would never allow become Catholic.” This 
book the story life which the tragedy Oscar 
Wilde was ever menacing backdrop. Mr. Holland 
Wilde’s only surviving child; another son was killed, 
after career conspicuous and determined gallantry 
regular officer, the First World War. 


Son Oscar Wilde the account not moral, but 
social, obliquity. cruelty surpassed only 
their crudeness, Wilde’s relatives and in-laws followed 
public opinion obliterating all public reference the 
man who had, until his trial and imprisonment, been 
the leading public and literary figure his day. The 
author this book, the younger Oscar Wilde’s two 
children, was nine years old when the blow 
was not until was eleven that knew that “my 
father had been trouble,” and was eighteen before 
knew what his father’s offense had been.) The 
boys were hurried into exile the Continent, and 
their names were changed from Wilde Holland, 
name their mother’s family. All identifying labels 
were removed from their clothing. England their 
toys were disposed the forced sale which stripped 
their parents all their possessions. Meanwhile, 
Vyvyan learned later, Wilde’s name was removed 
from plavbills and programs, and his books were taken 
from bookstores and libraries and destroyed. 


Son Oscar Wilde very special kind autobiog- 
raphy, and probably one limited appeal. Nonethe- 
less this story long exile and the quietly courageous 
building life and career upon ruins well worth 
reading; its avoidance recrimination bitterness 
most remarkable. 

Riley Hughes, 


Georgetown University, 


Washington 
* * 


Ellis, Jennifer Royal Mother 
Prentice-Hall. Oct. 21, 1954. 219p. $2.95. 


recent years the more prominent members the 
British Royal family have been subject matter for in- 
hiographies. These present them 
manner, where they have upheld the traditions the 
throne, intended please the reader who understands 
the monarchy symbol unity and bound 
loyalty respect it. 


Royal Mother the story the present Queen Mother 
Elizabeth England the years from her childhood 
Lady Elizabeth Bowes-Lyon, daughter the Earl and 
Countess Strathmore, spent Scotland Glamis 
Castle and England the family’s Hertfordshire 
estate St. Paul’s Waldenbury. Strathmore 
ancestry unbroken line over six centuries border 
raids and highland feuds. Glamis was steeped echoes 
the past. Malcolm had died there and Mary 
Queen Scots stopped off northward bound quell 
Huntley’s revolt. Bonnie Prince Charlie, the last 
the Stuarts, had been sheltered there, reminder that 
the Lyons the past had been Jacobites. That Mac- 
beth had once graced its walls attributed legend. 


Little this book not already public property with 
the exception, perhaps, the pages devoted the very 
early years the Queen Mother’s life. Her childhood 


136 Kirk 


was pleasantly spent the company her young 
brother David, described her closest friend. Her 
mother, woman many talents, supervised the edu- 
cation her children and insisted that her youngest 
daughter excel the household arts, music, painting, 
and deportment. Religious training was stressed, daily 
chapel being must. Elizabeth had flair for lan- 
guages, enjoyed the drama, being mimic herself, was 
kind, sensitive, humorous. She was thus trained 
assume the role chatelaine when illness necessitated 
less strenuous routine for her mother. Her romance 
with George V’s second son Prince Albert promised 
life the shadow the throne but few could have 
assumed the role Queen ably and with greater 
ease than did the Duchess York when the position 
was suddenly thrust upon her the abdication 
Edward VIII. her ability measure the 
needs whatever situation destiny presents that the 
author attempts stress tracing the growth the 
Queen’s character from childhood the present when 
her smile and gracious manner still manage inspire 
those within the orbit her influence. 


The author evidently has great personal admiration for 
the Queen Mother, but, unfortunately, employs cloy- 
ing manner expression that will not please everyone. 


Rosemary McCormick, 
Toronto, Canada 


Johnston, Joseph God’s Secret Armies 
Putnam. Oct. 18, 1954. 268p. $3.75. 


rather unusual that author serves his own 
book reviewer, the extent relaying charges that 
his book somewhat exaggerated 
Yet Mr. Johnston several places notes that his 
informants complained that was playing their 
stories degree not warranted the facts. This 
reviewer agrees with the characterization obligingly 
furnished the author. 

Basically have here series stories heroism 
and daring, performed assorted group believers 
confronted with Soviet religious persecution. These 
stories are well told and make for gripping suspense 
tale. Some the incidents refer heroic men all 
faiths who deliberately entered Russia the effort 
minister the religious needs the people. Others 
involve escape efforts from slave labor camps and 
eventually from the Soviet Union. some these 
episodes there amount bloodshed and derring- 
not usually associated with religious persons. 


The basic facts are the result careful research and 
have been reasonably authenticated the author. 
But must render verdict “not proved” the 
conclusion running throughout the book that there 
extensively organized religious underground the 
Soviet Union. The Catholic Church, for example, 
supposed training daring missionaries (presumably 
Spain) into Russia. Other groups are alleged 
come and with apparent ease. 

Undoubtedly there two-way travel over the Iron 
Curtain without permission the Soviet police. Like- 
wise there are grounds believe that the faithful 
help priests, rabbis, and ministers, and conceal them 
from the authorities. But seems extreme general- 


Best 


ize from these facts and allege that full-fledged 
religious underground exists the Soviet Union. 


With these qualifications, can recommend Mr, 
Johnston’s work interesting, somewhat high- 
pitched, example the courage inspired religious 


faith. 
John Cronin, S.S., 
Washington, 


Kirk, Russell Program for Conservatives 
Regnery. Oct. 12, 1954. 325p. $4.00. 


Those who profited from reading Kirk’s The Conserva- 
tive Mind will warmly embrace his new Program for 
Conservatives. For whereas the first book was splen- 
did history conservative thought from Edmund Burke 
George Santayana, this recent publication applies 
conservative principles lucid prose political policy. 
Kirk sees ten problems which the enlightened con- 
servative must apply his principles. 

There first the problem the mind the educa- 
tional policies that are fashionable our land. The 
author does not hesitate take issue with John Dewey 
and his school for educating “individuals without any 
veneration, without any apprehension the unbought 
grace life, without anything but scorn for the idea 
gentleman, without any objects but personal ambi- 
tion, social efficiency, power over man nature.” 
castigates the great delusion that reason and de- 
cency inevitably will triumph only schooling made 
general and restrictive forces are abolished. No, edu- 
cation the right genuine instruction the works 
the mind; and this instruction must have respect for 
the wisdom our ancestors and for religion. 


Secondly, there the problem the heart. Too many 
believe that “sweet reasonableness can solve the prob- 
lems society and alleviate all private troubles; think 
your perplexity through, and you will see the light; 
leave emotion out the question you possibly can.” 
These people forget that there proclivity sin and 
that passions cloud men’s minds. the problem 
the heart the solution religion which Kirk earnestly 
recommends but which Protestant gives too 
much emotional color. 

The next problem that social boredom created 
our industrialized Modern man has more 
leisure than his forbears enjoyed; yet does not know 
how use it. pursues material and sensual grati- 
fications which soon weary him. Kirk explains what 
constitutes the only real relief for boredom. 


Another urgent problem that community how 
avert collectivism. That this serious threat few 
will deny; and the author analyzes the solutions which 
are offered such authorities Ludwig von Mises, 
Hayek, Wilhelm and Orton. What 
Kirk has say always stimulating, and gives credit 
the efforts Catholics are expending promote the 
common good. 

The problem social justice will solved 
endeavor insure that there shall some rational 
relationship between effort and reward. carefully 
distinguishes between commutative distributive 
justice, noting that the Popes their social encyclicals 
have indicated the correct way distribute property. 
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The problem wants question whether man’s 
needs are purely material. The conservative knows 
that material production and consumption are not the 
purpose human existence. Too much emphasis has 
been given the American Standard Living; and 
this gross materialism has led spiritually minded Asians 
and Europeans despise our country. 


Then follow the problems order, power, loyalty 
and tradition. Each them discussed dispas- 
sionately but with the wisdom accumulated cen- 
What the author writes about class conflicts, 
about the atom bomb and the United Nations, about 
the loyalty investigations are not the passing reflections 
hurried journalist but the mature judgments 
enlightened mind. 


This book offers answer this important question: 
“Is life worth Are men and women live 
human persons, formed God’s image, with the 
minds and hearts and individuality spiritual beings, 
are they become creatures less than human, herded 
the masters the total state, debauched the 
indulgence every appetite, deprived the consola- 
tion religion and tradition and learning and the 
sense continuity, drenched propaganda, aimless 
amusements, and the flood sensual triviality?” The 
answer this query should vital every Catholic. 
You may not agree with every opinion voiced Kirk; 
but true conservative does not expect complete 
agreement. His new book will prompt you think 
accurately about these abiding principles which have 
always made the Catholic Church conservative in- 
fluence our world. 


Harry Koenig, Ph.D., 
St. Mary the Lake Seminary, 
Mundelein, Illinois 


Sandburg, Carl 

Abraham Lincoln: the Prairie Years and 

the War Years 
edition. Harcourt, Brace. Oct. 1954. 762p. 
period when digests, condensations, and antholo- 
gies seem more abundant than their original full-length 
counterparts, set the author monumental six- 
volume work the task reducing his own words 
the requirements single volume would seem 
singularly ingenious form cruelty. All the research 
—which foreword tells occupied forty years 
more—and all the travail which Carl Sandburg suffered 
producing his life Abraham Lincoln were made 
the subejct such project, and the result this one 
volume edition much larger work. distill the 
product the earlier publications into the present 
volume must not have been easy task. That has 
not been entirely satisfactory would seem in- 
escapable observation. doubtful, even, that Sand- 
burg himself would expect any other verdict. 


The materials are here, much the merit the 
earlier work here, the character Lincoln himself 
seems, occasion, emerge from its background just 
was credited with doing the larger production. 
Yet there are evident gaps, and the awkwardness 


would 
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incredible, were not patent. juggle materials 
concerning Lincoln’s abilities clown and jokesmith 
the same chapter with the discussion his deepest 
religious feelings, for example, task which demands 
far more space, and far better bridges than any con- 
densation can afford. 


Anyone who has ever read any other kind modern 
condensation will know the feeling bafflement which 
assails him when sees, instead smooth crossing 
from one incident another, merely blank space 
page, and knows that required leap over that 
space and resume his mental journey the other 
side regardless how much may have been shaken 
the unaccustomed exercise. That sensation be- 
comes annoyingly familiar the reader Sandburg’s 
one-volume Lincoln. Perhaps the 
serve warning that writer scarcely the best 
judge what should excised from manuscript, 
particularly after that manuscript has been set into 
type. More careful editorial supervision could prob- 
ably have been exercised had the abridger’s hand been 
that someone other than the author. 


Criticism the factual aspects the work, the 
other hand, much more difficult. Admittedly some 
details and episodes have been omitted curtailed, 
but there was nothing seriously deficient the origi- 
nal, surely there nothing really lacking the abridge- 
ment, except the sharpness focus, and the awkward- 
ness transition above mentioned. Too many Lin- 
coln scholars and experts have been consulted, and 
studied, too many Lincoln critics have pronounced 
the merits the six-volume work make possible 
for anyone find even picayune defects now. This 
edition has even taken advantage the latest pub- 
lished Lincoln scholarship, and may 
fully claim have earned honored place Lin- 
coln literature. 


That place still, however, borderland between 
true biography and fiction. Just the major criticism 
the first publication was that frequently resorted 
the use fictional conversation—or, least, 
highly improbable sources for alleged conversations— 
and the attribution mental states which biog- 
rapher could have known with certainty, the present 
condensation must bear the same burden. occa- 
sion, this burden must heavier for the condensation 
for the same reasons that have already been pointed 
out making the book somewhat less than satisfactory. 
the style, how can reviewer becomingly attack 
the style man recognized prominent candi- 
date for the honor major poet 
sibly the only grounds which attack might 
laid are that the style rather that the poet than 
the biographer the historian. many parts 
this work read though prose poem had been in- 
tended, would legitimate for prosaic teacher 
history For those who would experience 
the full flavor the tragic end Lincoln, see 
imagination the quasi-Greek tragedy John Wilkes 
Booth and his fellow-plotters, who would present 
the tender raucous scenes Lincoln’s youth, 
this sort style may recommended unqualifiedly. 
For those who would prefer 
account, the facts are here, and may dug out with- 
out too much effort the style can ignored. 
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One more point may mentioned, regard the 
format the book. The type-face good, the index 
excellent, but the reproduction the photographs 
not quite what one might led expect from the 
publisher’s advertisements. The end-papers, however, 
are magnificent. The volume would well most 
school and private libraries, and will probably enjoy 
wide circulation being more available than the 
six-volume original, and fitting perfectly the needs 
the confirmed Christmas book-giver. 


Sister Marie Carolyn, O.P., 
The Catholic University America, 
Washington, 


Clayton, John Ball Walk Toward the Rainbow 
Macmillan. Oct. 19, 1954. 308p. $3.75. 

This the story Alan Gilbert man and boy, the 
story his purposeless wanderings from the east 
the west coast, and the story his purposeless interior 
life well. Here you will find disturbed family rela- 
tionships, extra-marital relationships, broken marriages; 
gambling, stealing, murder and suicide; here you will 
find hard drinking, excessive use narcotics, foul lan- 
guage and stinging innuendoes. you will find 
psychiatrists probing and probing dislodge trouble- 
some memories. But here you will not find any truth- 
ful permanent answer the problem Alan 


Gilbert. 


John Bell Clayton does not seem able give such 
answer because, although there much talk God— 
from revivalist chatter church consideration—there 
given true concept God. this denial 
the nature man and the nature God which makes 
this book disappointing. 


The problems Alan Gilbert, his sister Betsy, his wife 
Connie, his friend Dane Pilgrim, and his “salvation” 
Nina Grant are very truly the problems too many 
our young Americans, and the writing them 
Mr. Clayton has reported carefully and precisely. What 
objectionable the gloss “personal fulfillment” 
attached Alan’s determination cut himself off 
completely from the past, accept himself 
“affairs,” accept Nina and her “affairs” and snatch 
greedily extra-marital pleasures with Nina. 


quotation from Nina (p. 249) sums the story. 
She has just suggested that they away together and 
Alan has reminded her that Connie has not yet gotten 
her divorce. Nina answers: don’t things please 
Connie displease her. think it’s time take 
our lives into our own hands and keep them there! 
have life ahead us. You have career. I’m cer- 
tain it. think would criminal didn’t 
give every chance. We’ve got stop letting circum- 
stances control think you’ve been let- 
ting this man Pilgrim dominate you way. And 
I’m sure we’ve been letting memory Connie domi- 
nate us. Let’s take charge ourselves, 
the sand. And when feel like (italics here 
are mine) we’ll wallow and that will that.” 
wonder Mr. Clayton knew how appropriate his 
choice the verb “wallow” really is. 


Best SELLERS 


This book not recommended any score. not 
particularly well-written; frosts sin with 
sweet concoction green grass, murmuring sea and 
beautiful sunset. pretends that guilt for past sins 
can erased man’s will instead through God’s 
mercy. Though proposes end note laugh- 
ter, (the last section entitled “Laughter hour ago”) 
actually the hollow sounds resound emptiness, and 
the city and the people who have merged with the city 
remain picture card pastel Technicolor.” 


Sister Mary William, 
The College St. Catherine, 
St. Paul Minnesota 


Fuller, Roger Sign the Pagan 
Dial. Oct. 15, 1954. 373p. $3.50. 
the Fifth Century the Huns under Attila 
swept across the Roman Empire the gates Rome 
from which they were turned Pope St. Leo the 
Great and their menace lessened with the death 
their leader shortly thereafter. The 
credits sort Jack Armstrongish Roman Centurion 
and the Empress Pulcheria with major assist stop- 
ping the Hun and saving Christianity. 


Marcian, the centurion, was captured the Huns 
while his way Byzantium with message from 
Valentinian Rome Theodosius the East, warn- 
ing against the intentions Attila. escapes 
stealing Attila’s horse after Kubra, Attila’s daughter, 
had been deceived into thinking him inexpert horse- 
man. Arrived Byzantium finds the General 
Paulinus and the Princess Pulcheria plotting prevent 
Theodosius and his prime minister Chrysaphius from 
concluding alliances with the Huns which will leave 
the barbarians free attack Rome. 


When Attila, Kubra and the Hun chieftains come 
Byzantium, alliance concluded and Marcian 
ordered teach the Huns all Byzantine military proc- 
esses and secrets. falls love with Pulcheria, and 
Kubra, somewhat feminized from the fierce fighting 
woman she was, falls love with Marcian. When 
Theodosius cannot persuaded send aid Rome, 
Marcian, Paulinus and Pulcheria engineer 
revolution and depose him. They ready aid for Rome 
with Marcian command and sail with but scant hope 
reaching Italy time. Marching ahead, Marcian 
reaches Rome and receives command from the fleeing 
Valentinian. From Kubra learns Attila’s super- 
stitions and stage manages the meeting St. Leo and 
the Hun such way frighten Attila. The 
latter retreats and killed skirmish where Marcian 
has arranged ambush. 

Shapely women and sex, pageantry 
cance are wrapped together this adventure story 
which more suitable pulps than hardcovers. 
The book suitable for adults but there real 
reason for anyone read it. 


* 
Steen, Marguerite The Bulls Parral 
Doubleday. Oct. 21, 1954. 438p. $3.95. 


The Bulls Parral Marguerite Steen’s latest and one 
her very best. This good lady sometimes referred 
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England’s Edna Ferber and would seem not 
without reason. Both have been prolific the field 
the written word—novels, stories, biographies and plays. 
Both write with understanding, beauty, vigor and 
certain feminine forthrightness. Both are worthy 
the pen—and readers. 


The Bulls Parral, the authoress lays the scene 
Spain, the Province Andalucia specific— 
with touch old England now and again—and 
few fleeting shots Mexico and New York. The novel 
tells the more less tragic story Aracea, the only 
child Don Luis, wealthy Andalucian ranch owner, 
and Dona Leandra, miscast Castillian ascetic. 
Mary Carpenter, delightful creation, the English 
governess and plays major role. Poor Mary—and 
heart goes out Mary—seems have gotten the short 
end justice the hand Marguerite Steen! But 
have read the book understand just what 
mean. The entire background the story the 
Spanish ranch and the bull ring. you confess 
little sporting blood you, this thing can tedious. 
Otherwise, vibrates. 


the end the long volume there three hundred 
word Spanish glossary. Now footnotes 
irritate me. Imagine glossary small dictionary! 
Granted that the ranch and the bull ring enjoy 
peculiar vernacular, but unless one rather familiar 
with least one the Romance languages, two hun- 
dred and fifty odd references must made should 
be. True, this ultra-liberal use Spanish words and 
expressions tend fold the Spanish flavor the 
novel but also tend the tedium and vexation spirit 
the novel-reader. 


But—a good, sound, well-wrought-out chunk novel- 
izing worthy any educated adult’s time and purse. 


Meighan, C.SS.R., 
New York New York 


* * * 


Lockridge, Frances and Richard Key Death 
Lippincott. Oct. 1954. 224p. $2.50. 

When one the two surviving partners staid, well- 
established law firm shot his desk, the police ask 
why gold-plated office key once owned the de- 
ceased founder the firm should drawer 
the newly slain lawyer’s desk. Under suspicion come 
office stenographer who was love with the mur- 
dered man, associate the firm who loved the girl, 
the surviving partner who stood inherit $150,000 
through his partners’ deaths, the slain man’s fiancée, 
and the number-one suspect, client who union 
leader under indictment for misappropriation funds. 


Because the firm took care the legal affairs North 
Books, Inc., the murder interrupted Pam and Jerry’s 
plans vacation Florida. After several false starts 
and much her customary fluttering, Pam, with big 
assist from Captain Bill Weigand, puts finger the 
criminal. 


light-weight and breezy little story, clean and decent 
murder can be, this entertaining enough you 
(1) not resent the author’s withholding vital piece 
information; (2) believe individual can 
ingly tie himself up; and (3) are not bored Pam’s 
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elipses speech and hare-brained antics which inter- 


rupt the action. 
Helen Butler, Ph.D., 
Department Librarianship, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Belloc, Hilaire The Path Rome 
Regnery. Oct. 1954. 448p. $3.75. 

Hilaire Belloc’s The Path Rome was published origi- 
nally 1902 and the third the Thomas More Book 
Club series, which the opin- 
ion the editors have fallen into undeserved neglect. 


The Path Rome chiefly travel book, but in- 
cludes great deal more than travel notes. Primarily 
the story Belloc’s pilgrimage, foot, from Toul 
Lorraine down into Switzerland, across the Alps 
into Italy, and finally Rome. But the account this 
journey more than seven hundred miles crowded 
off most the pages flood anecdotes, jokes, 
reminiscences, songs, verses and commentary every- 
thing under the sun. 


Not that Belloc neglects any way the details his 
travels. Far from it. stops savor every lovely 
scene, matter how trifling obscure, and more often 
than not sits down make sketch it. (There are 
hundreds little drawings scattered through the text, 
and what seems like fifty thousand place names.) 


But his irrepressibly gay, expansive mood, Belloc’s 
busy mind does not stay long the level simple 
narrative description. Everything reminds him 
something else, and the reminder enough send 
him blithely off another direction. brief, the book 
disorganized—but happily, knowingly, even deter- 
minedly disorganized, stopping and starting, rambling 
and returning, all the sweet and fanciful will its 
author. 


supremely confident and self-indulgent which makes 
his book seem strange and distant. Our anxious and 
neurotic age can only marvel the man who seems 
feel doubt, fears, sense urgency, whose 
every insight and experience only adds his feeling 
harmony and joy. 


The wisdom Belloc The Path Rome, and his 
profound and robust faith, his love for Europe, espe- 
cially the departed Europe medieval Christendom, 
his wit and charm—but all like something from 
mourned but vanished yesterday. This is, perhaps, 
volume cherished curio, rare, wonderful and 
fragile, the memento bygone day. 


Richard Horchler, 


St. Peter’s College, 
Jersey City, New Jersey 


Gruenberg, Sidonie Matsner (ed.) 

The Encyclopedia Child Car and Guidance 
Doubleday. Oct. 1954. 1016p. $7.50. 
Mrs. Gruenberg, Special Consultant the Child Study 
Association America and for more than twenty-five 
years its Director, has edited unique, comprehensive 
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and practical work The Encyclopedia Child Care 
and Guidance. She has reviewed immense amount 
information child study, heretofore dispersed 
through countless journals and periodicals over period 
two more decades, and found core common 
sense material helpful parents professional 
people understanding the process child rearing. 


The Encyclopedia Child Care and Guidance con- 
sists two main sections. Part ready-reference 
guide child care and guidance, containing more than 
1000 entries, alphabetically arranged. parent who 
wants quick and specific suggestions particular prob- 
lems will find them Part follow each 
entry for the reader who desires broader picture 
the topic, and frequently allusion made the ar- 
ticles Part II. Part made thirty chapters 
basic aspects child development and guidance, 
written leading specialists; this part also cross 
referenced with Part 


This not merely question-and-answer book nor 
how-to-do-it book. presents two kinds help 
those who have daily contacts with children. The 
first find clear account some particular prob- 
lem with some suggestions that can applied immedi- 
ately—a short-range aid. Beyond this help new ideas, 
new procedures and clarification attitudes toward 
the child, not terms the permissiveness the 
30’s, are functions well met the articles the thirty 
authorities who have written various aspects child 
care. 

Lennon, 

Department Education 

and Psychology, 
University Scranton 


Bates, The Feast July 
Little, Brown. Sept. 15, 1954. 246p. $3.50. 


somewhat frustrating little novel about situation 
that fairly common fiction. Set village 
northern England the gas-light era, deals with 
young girl, Bella, who can scarcely called “be- 
trayed,” since she obviously knew very well what she 
was doing, but who was certainly abandoned her 
lover, Arch Wilson. She goes search him, giving 
agonized birth her still-born child 
barn; and finally stumbles, more dead than alive, into 
the bleak and poverty-striken Village Neuweald. 
Here, good samaritan, Ben Wainwright, befriends her 
and takes her home his wife, daughter and three 
sons. They nurse her back health and make her one 
the family. The story not without beauty here. 
The unquestioning, unsuspicious charity these people 
extraordinary, they give Bella all she needs with- 
out question her private concerns. makes 
one wonder, alas, large family would really 
capable such attitude. Psychologically sound, 
however, the depiction Bella, numbed all 
she has undergone that she takes everything for granted, 
seemingly feeling need expressing gratitude 
affection, her whole being possessed passionate 
desire revenged Arch. 


Needless say, the three sons fell love with her, 
while Bella herself hardly aware and is, first, 


SELLERs 


entirely indifferent. This part the novel far less 
convincing and much more conventional, especially the 
moment when she suddenly falls love with 
Con, the eldest son. The story then moves the 
inevitable moment when Arch Wilson 
path and Con falls him jealous fury and kills 
him. Follows Con’s blind struggle escape, brief 
impressionistic glimpse the trial and ending surely 
unparalleled for obscurity. 


The book has good deal atmosphere both place 
and time; much the writing gripping; but its 
attitude toward sex decidedly amoral. 


Angela Cave, 

Manhattanville College 
Sacred Heart, 

Purchase, New York 


Name Tom Connally 
Crowell. Sept. 13, 1954, 


Connally, Tom 
told Alfred Steinberg. 
376p. $5.00. 

July 22, 1916, the constituents the Eleventh 
Texas Congressional District elected new congress- 
man represent them Washington. the 
exception period four months’ military service 
1918, Tom Connally represented Texas either 
four year span time, witnessed both World 
Wars, depression, the Korean conflict, well 
countless other political changes. 
period served almost exclusively congressional 
committees dealing with our nation’s foreign relations. 
Thus only natural that better than half this 
autobiography would devoted examination 
American foreign policy. 


The domestic scene not completely overlooked. Sen- 
ator Connally expertly portrays the feelings the 
Texas delegation during the Democratic Conventions 
1920 and 1932. view this, his own role the 
presidential campaign 1952 seems slightly apologetic 
when compared with other election jousts. His appraisal 
Republican efforts combat the depression first 
reading seem sympathetic, but any feeling remorse 
quickly dispelled when intimates Hoover’s lack 
qualifications for the job. The Senator’s own posi- 
tion and the floor strategy the Court Reorganization 
Bill make very interesting reading. 


Despite our return “normalcy” the Twenties 
could not remain aloof from the international scene. 
sponsored the Washington Disarmament Confer- 
ence 1921, attended others, and took the initiative 
the field international cooperation with the Kel- 
Pact and the Stimson The test 
the former came 1931 with the Japanese invasion 
Manchuria. Senator Connally feels that Stimson 
would have been far more effective Secretary State 
had the support the President and Congress. 


member the Foreign Relations Committee and 
later its chairman, played very important role 
guiding the Administration’s foreign policy through 
the United States Senate. describes with impas- 
sioned zeal and fervor the debates over the Lend-Lease 
Act 1941 and the repeal the Neutrality Act. 
feels that the end intense isolationism came 
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about when the Senate passed the Connally Resolu- 
tion November 1943. This Resolution allowed the 
United States join with other nations creating 
international organization dedicated the pre- 
vention aggression and preservation international 
peace. The culmination his efforts came when 
attended the San Francisco Conference and witnessed 
the actual birth the United Nations. 


Written partisan style the book filled with inter- 
esting and humorous anecdotes. His description the 
“wet” meeting with Ambassador Dawes will provoke 
few chuckles. extremely caustic his treat- 
ment Arthur Vandenberg and James Byrnes. 
feels that Vandenberg became internationalist be- 
cause necessity and not conviction. Byrnes’ failure 
secure the Vice-Presidential nomination 1944 
given the cause the troubles with Truman. The 
autobiography does not divulge anything new but 
does make very interesting defense Democratic 


foreign policy. 
Timothy Scully, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Poncins, Gontran The Ghost Voyage 
Doubleday. Sept. 23, 1954. 222p. $3.50. 

Well known the author Kabloona, the story 
year spent among the Eskimos, the author has here 
told the tale his return voyage from the Arctic 
Vancouver. This was made tiny former smug- 
gler’s boat which somehow, despite its size and lack 
efficient equipment, successfully weathered the dan- 
gerous passage from Coppermine the Canadian 
Arctic around Alaska civilization. 

Little enough sailor himself, Poncins found 
his shipmates the hazardous trip “The Two” who 
were less competent than himself, for “The Two” 
had been trappers for many years before deciding 
return “home.” the foreground the narrative are 
the mysterious pair with their strange, somewhat sub- 
human, conduct. Sharing Audrey the boat, which, 
before completion the voyage, has developed very 
definite personality. More important the book, how- 
ever, are the immediate background, the persons and 
places visited route, and the recollections the 
author stimulated them. 

Poncins experienced and observant traveler. His 
comparisons race and individual customs are shrewd 
and informative. has true understanding the 
meanings behind human conduct. 

While The Ghost Voyage not Kabloona, quite, 
can recommended reflective adults. 


Clinton Maguire, 
Silver Spring, Maryland 


Highsmith, Patricia The Blunderer 
Coward-McCann. Sept. 30, 1954. 277p. $2.75. 

Readers who enjoyed Miss Highsmith’s clever Strangers 
Train will find her current offering, The Blun- 
derer, disappointing. essentially good plot line 
somehow gets hopelessly snarled and sags dismal 
denouement. 
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When his neurotic wife, Clara, chooses commit 
suicide bus rest-stop Allentown, Walter Stock- 
house finds himself involved psychological, social, 
legal, and physical mess. all started when Walter’s 
somewhat morbid interest unworthy friendships led 
him undetected murderer, Melchoir Kimmel, 
who had killed his wife rest-stop. Rela- 
tions between Walter and Clara are strained the 
breaking point (he has ticket for Reno), when she 
called her mother’s deathbed, and decides 
bus. impulse, Walter follows the bus Allen- 
town with half-notion murder Kimmel. 
the rest-stop misses his wife. not until the next 
day that learns that Clara’s body had been found 
the foot convenient cliff. 


this point the plot gets bit complicated. Some- 
how the Philadelphia police have jurisdiction and 
Lieutenant Corby assigned investigate. 
linking the Kimmel and Stockhouse cases, Corby un- 
leashes psychological blitz. total war: anything 
goes long Kimmel can used break Stock- 
house, and vice versa. The best Corby able 
make murderer one and double murderer 
the other. Personally, feel that had Miss Highsmith 
given them the chance, the Allentown police would 
have done better job. 


The general tone the novel morally objectionable. 


Frank Gerrity, Ph.D., 
St. Joseph’s College, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Frankland, Edward The Foster Brothers 
Day. Sept. 30, 1954. 310p. $3.95. 


From farm Iceland York England came two 
foster-brothers, Arnvid and Gunnar, seek their for- 
tunes the weak but wealthy England Ethelred the 
Unready. England had been ravished Danes, had 
even been partially colonized Danes and lay open 
whomsoever would seize power. Arnvid’s grand- 
sire had been local king Westmoreland until 
had fallen fighting with the good Olaf Trygvesson. 
Arnvid hoped capitalize upon his ancestor’s name 
and possibly become king himself. 

Though foster-brothers, Arnvid and Gunnar had not 
been cast the same mold. Gunnar was man 
action, practiced lecher, natural man who took 
what wanted the moment and abandoned when 
circumstances dictated. Arnvid was man delayed 
action, introspective indecisive but, 
when once committed course action, too stub- 
born withdraw even the face impossibility. 
Like Gunnar desired women but wanted both lust 
and love every case. 


When the foster-brothers came York they lodged 
with Danish merchant, made unsuccessful foray 
into Westmoreland which Arnvid declined prosecute 
its logical end, the crown, and then went the 
west warn friend Ethelred’s plan kill all 
Danes. Arriving too late near the 
Arnvid succeeded only escaping into Wales with 
Astrid whom has saved from the massacre. Gunnar 
remains behind with Thyrsa Chaddesley, whose 
English husband kills, enjoying both the woman and 
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the estate. Arnvid forced flee Wales when 
kills king’s favorite who seeks ravish Astrid. 
gets Northumbria and fails abortive putsch 
capture the crown Westmoreland when the Picts 
Galloway rout his adherents. Danish ship 
flees down the west coast and around Exeter, enter- 
ing just before the Danish King Sweyn’s forces arrive 
besiege the city. the siege becomes hero but 
joins Sweyn’s bodyguard when the city capitulates. 
Here meets Gunnar and, after the campaign, all 
three return Chaddesley whence they are forced 
flee English earl. the flight they finally 
quarrel and Arnvid killed. 


Arnold Toynbee says preface this book simply 
“saga situation”; there little point the 
story save chronicle the adventures two men and 
woman one England’s semi-heroic ages. The 
author accomplished archaeologist and has done 
excellent job reconstructing era. But neither 
his characters nor the story ever quite make the grade 
novel. All three main characters are wooden and 
lifeless; their actions almost meaningless even them- 
selves. Astrid and Gunnar are completely amoral and 
loveless—only Arnvid has glimmerings honor and 
morality and these only acts upon occasionally. 
Because its contents, the book can recommended 
suitable only for adult readers and then great 
extent. 


Doss, Helen The Family Nobody Wanted 
Little, Brown. Sept. 22, 1954. 267p. $3.75. 


The teenagers our household got this book first 
and their verdict ran the gamut from “tremendous” 
“terrific.” Truly, anyone who chuckled over Cheaper 
the Dozen likely find this chronicle family 
life, The Family Nobody Wanted, highly enjoyable. 


Helen Doss tells how she and her husband, Carl, are 


rearing “United Nations” family. Carl was car- 
penter trade, but early their married life, de- 
cided study for the ministry. Childless, Helen 
Doss’ hopes adopting baby 
postponed because financial instability. Determined 
try anyway, Helen and Carl got disappointing an- 
swers from one agency after another. But chance 
offer unadoptable child, meaning one mixed 
nationality race, considered mentally 
physically defective, started them their seemingly 
mad program adopting twelve children nine years. 
Twelve children under nine, several moves, do-it-your- 
self parents, and always the goldfish life parsonage 
add lots excitement, several near disasters and 
good deal fun. 


Although neither Helen nor Carl ever dreamed 
eventual dozen, Helen’s begging letters agencies kept 
circulating,bringing offers from far Germany and 
Hawaii long after one the other thought they had 
enough. ignore the plight homeless 
child, they kept promising stop with “just this one 
more” (or two three). 


The Dosses’ international family has parentage records 
with such mixtures Filipino-Malayan-Spanish, Mexi- 
can-Indian, Japanese-Burmese-Korean, French-Irish-Ba- 
linese, East Indian-Chinese-Malayan. The Dosses seem 


Best SELLERS 


have done wonderful job rearing this interesting 
brood. Moreover, they give striking example true 
charity and faith God’s providence. Along with 
the idealism and intelligence which made the story 
possible, Mrs. Doss has talent for humorous writing 
which renders The Family Nobody Wanted both amus- 


ing and admirable. 
Kathleen Enzler, 
Bethesda, Maryland 


Longstreet,Stephen The Lion Morning 
Simon Schuster. Sept. 23, 1954. 597p. $4.95. 


This novel has much the spirit and much the 
language the early work John Dos Passos. There 
are differences—Longstreet knows less about weaving 
together variegated threads action, has him 
strain chauvinism that the young Dos Passos never 
displayed, and uses straightforward narration rather 
than Dos Passos’ mélange methods. Yet follows 
Dos Passos the reproduction flat, uninteresting, 
obscene American dialogue; his attempt give 
panoramic view American civilization; and 
careful selection the drab and sordid details 
which constructs the after his own 
prejudice. 

Basically, the novel the story the life and struggles 
American painter. Great but unrecognized, Tom 
Heacock wanders from place place, working, suffer- 
ing, sometimes painting. His father, brash promoter 
bizarre projects, drifts and out Tom’s life, 
two three other characters. Generally, though, 
the painter moves Europe and back America, and 
from one part America another, meets new 
people, fits into new surroundings. length, 
settles.down Louisiana, discovers that his painting 
being recognized, and receives commission paint 
gigantic mural. The mural his masterpiece, great 
creation; the culmination his life’s work; but 
just one his walls finished, the painter made 
communism, and his work destroyed fanatics. 
retires his farm eke out living and think long 
thoughts about life. 

The novel has some striking episodes and few good 
characters, and the end does manage evoke 
sense tragedy, but has gross The most 
obvious one that the book far too long. The author 
probably hoped length and succession new 
characters, all fully described, give majestic sweep 
his story but actually weakens the structure his 
work and bores the reader. The language the novel 
should have been alive; but much the dialogue, 
especially the first part the book, made 
the mechanical reproduction drab obscenities. The 
language the American gutter simply not vivid, 
and its purposeless reproduction, however accurate, 
without merit. 

Longstreet uses the novel vehicle for conveying 
many his ideas about art. Some his comments 
are just, but his attitude often one misplaced 
aggressiveness; and often seems present though 
they were profound and startling sentiments which are 
actually platitudinous. Most his ideas center around 
the absolute necessity sincerity, honesty, 
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rity the artist. The principles are good, but they are 
not new; and, besides, they are not well exemplified 
the author’s own practice this book. has all 
the material for real catastrophe sorts the de- 
struction Heacock’s work, but instead patiently 
working out honest presentation has recourse 
slick formula. Again, dealing with incident in- 
volving church decorated the rising artist, Long- 
street saves himself thought and labor the use 
old formula: the grasping priest and the credu- 
lous laity. 

The ending the book would good were not 
clouded shallow philosophizing. Yet the expression 
this weak philosophy may the very reason for the 
writing the book. any rate, there another— 
and many readers more serious—difficulty about the 
ending: too long coming. 

William Hill, 


Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Quilici, Folco The Blue Continent 
Rinehart. Sept. 20, 1954. 246p. $5.00. 


first learning that this book deals with the experi- 
ences divers under the Red Sea, the prospective 
reader might well expected complain, “What 
But surprising thing about the spate 
writing about such adventures the last several years 
that almost uniformly high quality. This 
book, the photographer Italian expedition, 
exception that rule. 


addition, and set The Blue Continent apart 
especially worthwhile, copiously illustrated, with 
over two dozen the photos being full color. These 
show, the words diver can convey, the beauties 
the underwaterscapes and the life found there. 


Quilici writes with simplicity and candor. There 
false modesty nor yet obtrusive egotism. recog- 
nized that this exploration was but one many and 
the hope expressed that others will find some use 
the expedition’s findings the benefit man. 


Pleasant touches humor make this commendable 
wider audience than the marine-and-science-minded. 


Clinton Maguire, 
Silver Spring, Maryland 


Clark, Leonard The Marching Wind 
Funk Wagnalls Sept. 20, 1954. 368p. $5.00. 


When Dr. Joseph Rock returned from the National 
Geographic Society’s Yunnan Expedition 1927-1930 
with report that had seen mountain over 28,000 
feet high started train rumors about peak 
“higher than Everest.” These rumors still continue. 
They were fed, during the war, reports from airmen 
the Burma-Chinese route that they had seen 
incredibly high mountain the northeast corner 
Tibet. Leonard Clark tells that determined 
dispel this mystery 1948 organizing his own ex- 
Pedition this land treacherous 
tribes. further tells that the expense this 
exploration, “more than $100,000,” was paid the 
Chinese Nationalist Army the hope that would 
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able discover route which the Nationalists 
might ultimately retreat from the 
Chinese Communists. allow foreigner with 
special qualifications and who spoke local dialect 
determine the withdrawal route defeated army 
seems like strange way spend money. that 
may, the expedition was failure its efforts either 
find route for the Chinese unravel the mys- 
tery the “mountain higher than Everest.” 


Clark’s book, The Marching Wind, also failure, al- 
though its author disarms criticism some extent 
stating that did not intend scientific scholar- 
(p.x. 124), but wrote solely entertain. Unfor- 
tunately the result not entertaining should 
be. began read sensed something 
vaguely familiar. Almost years ago, when were 
much younger and more were avid 
readers the books Ferdinand Ossendowski. 
have not thought this writer since, but The March- 
ing Wind Ossendowski rides again. Here are the same 
long marches through the wind-swept plateaus Tibet, 
the same constant danger from local tribesmen from 
wily oriental intriguers, the same acceptance the 
ever-present occult the heart Asia, the same sang- 
froid the face danger, the same pretence 
scientific purpose when the whole book reveals 
trace scientific attitude. The chief Clark’s 
“scientific” staff, Prince Dorje, tells him (on 16) 
that there are lama priests who “can cause rain fall 
alternate squares checker board” and Clark 
himself tells (on 127) that all the airmen who 
glimpsed the “mystery” mountain from the air “were 
invariably lost later during battle crashes like 
the mysterious deaths twenty the finders the 
tomb (in 1923) Paraoh Tut-ankh A-men Egypt.” 
Such statements reveal the scientific qualifications 
this expedition. 


The chief difference between Ossendowski and Clark 
not the latter’s advantage. Clark has fallen under 
the influence what might called the Raymond 
Chandler school writing with its emphasis cold- 
blooded pointless violence narrated with blasé mat- 
ter-of-factness. 

spite all this violence The Marching Wind 
dull book, partly because Raymond Chandler and 
Mickey Spillane have immunized violence, but 
chiefly because Clark such sloppy and incompetent 
writer. have real objections split infinitive 
but when every infinitive split gets rather tiresome. 


the whole, reader who seeks information about 
the Chinese-Tibetan borderland would better 
look the writings men like Dr. Rock, while those 
who seek adventure the same area can turn back 
Ossendowski’s Beasts, Men, and Gods (1922) Man 
and Mystery Asia (1924). 

Carroll Quigley, 

Washington, 


= * * 


Nevins, Albert The Meaning Maryknoll 


McMullen. Sept. 20, 1954. 376p. $3.50. 


point years Maryknoll one the youngest reli- 
gious societies the Catholic Church. But has 
already become one the best known. This due 
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not only its splendid work the foreign missions, 
but also the apostolate the pen that has been one 
its most striking characteristics from the very be- 
ginning. 

Thus the ideas and the ideals the men most respon- 
sible for its establishment and development, Fathers 
Walsh and Price the cofounders, and Bishops Walsh 
and Lane the second and third Superior General re- 
spectively, have become familiar through the 
books about them. This knowledge has been in- 
creased brief biographies less important, but not 
less interesting members the society, such works 
Men Maryknoll, When the Sorghum was High, 
and Calvary China. Finally, each issue The 
Field Afar the missionaries themselves vividly describe 
the problems that are facing them. 


These literary labors his predecessors and contem- 
poraries have enabled Father Albert Nevins the edi- 
torial staff The Field Afar sure ground 
writing the history Maryknoll nears the 
century mark. 


With the exception the opening chapter, which con- 
tains account the imprisonment and death 
Bishop Ford the hands the Communists 1952, 
the author follows the chronological order throughout 
the book. made this exception because “Bishop 
Ford’s story the Maryknoll story, and the one cannot 
understood without the other. The success any 
society lies not statistics but the men creates.” 


naturally devotes many pages the events that 
brought Fathers Walsh and Price together and the 
formation the “Catholic Foreign Mission Society 
America,” the official name Maryknoll. This was 
1912. Six years later the dream the two founders 
came true when the first members the society began 
labor China. Each succeeding year saw other 
American priests following their footsteps that the 
name Maryknoll soon was familiar sound through- 
out the Far East, Korea, the Philippines, and Japan. 


The Second World War, that was followed the 
triumph Communism China, led the imprison- 
ment and death some American missionaries that 
country and the expulsion the others. The latter, 
however, did not long remain idle, for the Holy See 
assigned them places South and Central America 
and Africa where there was urgent need for priests. 
More recently the Maryknollers have been able re- 
turn Japan, and open new mission field the 
island Formosa. 


the concluding section tells something about 
the origin the Maryknoll Brothers and Sisters, and 
the debt gratitude that the priests owe these self- 
sacrificing men and women. His last chapter 
explanation how the work Maryknoll becoming 
better known, and why young Americans are entering 
the society ever increasing numbers. 


Father Nevins deserves great credit for his thorough- 
ness assembling many interesting facts about the 
missionaries Maryknoll and for presenting them 
such readable style. will indeed pity his 
book not widely read, for the history Maryknoll 
most inspiring one, and from its seminary the 


Best 


Hudson have come some the finest priests our 


generation. 
Stephen McKenna, 
Immaculate Conception Church, 
New York, New York 


Horwich, Frances Werrenrath, Jr. (Miss 
Frances Ding Dong School) 

Have Fun With Your Children 
Prentice-Hall. Sept. 20, 1954. 187p. $2.95. 
This book, jointly authored Frances Horwich 
(TV’s famed Miss Frances Ding Dong School) and 
Reinald Werrenrath, seeks put between two 
covers the daily bits advice given parents Miss 
Frances. divided into chapters covering de- 
tail such items the family team sharing relatives and 
friends, indoor and outdoor play, special 
special days, singing, drawing, school, etc. 


these subjects indicate really book child 
development couched everyday language and focused 
the day day happenings the life the child. 
sure that many parents will react with sense 
being overwhelmed the many things that enter into 
the upbringing their progency. Nevertheless, they 
can manage hold fast there much value 
derived from reading this work. 


The basic thesis the book that the child’s experi- 
ences are more enriching him they are had under 
pleasant circumstances, and also more fun for the 
parents. 


writing book this type there always pitfall 
the level language which used. This pitfall has 
not been fully avoided here, times Miss Frances 
writes for parents though she were speaking the 
children. Also, any attempt cover such 
variety subjects inevitably results 
superficial treatment. 


Despite these shortcomings there much commend. 
For parents young children, especially new and in- 
experienced parents, there are many useful hints the 
handling day day occurrences. Many time tested 
and accepted psychological concepts are presented 
easy and readable fashion. 


most books child psychology there tremendous 
stress the impact parents can have the develop- 
ment negative attitudes the child. 


This book refreshing that lays its emphasis the 
fact that raising children can also fun. such 
hopeful and constructive book. will not frighten 
parents, sure, but rather may give them psy- 
chological lift and bring new insights into the business 


being parents. 
John Baldi, 


Chairman, 
Department Social Sciences, 
University Scranton 


Powell, Dawn The Wicked Pavilion 
Houghton, Mifflin. Sept. 1954. 306p. $3.50. 


French restaurant just off Washington Square 
sibly the old Lafayette?) the focal point the activi- 
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unprepossessing and unimportant group char- 
acters have been assembled fiction many year. 
Their comings and goings are strained and locked to- 
gether pattern without meaning the harlot rises 
the top her profession, the foolish virgin throws 
herself deliberately into the arms shiftless “per- 
sonality” boy, the fiction-typical artist finds that 
brings him fame, and many others are frustrated 
varied fashion. 


There some attempt wit here, some effort 
characterization, but there insufficient substance 
uphold the endeavor. The satire rather obvious and 
the positive contribution weak 
The whole such sleazy mess that it’s probably 
better not talk about it. Not recommended any 
class reader for any conceivable purpose. 


Doris Maguire, 
Silver Spring, Maryland 


White, Leonard 

The Jacksonians—A Study Administrative 

History 1829-1861 
Macmillan. Sept. 1954. 593p. $8.00. 
The years between the inauguration Andrew Jack- 
son and Abraham Lincoln bear witness tremen- 
dous impact upon American economic, social and poli- 
tical institutions. was age which saw the rise 
cities, expansion corporate activity well the 
development inventive genius. was also era 
great political transformation. Manhood suffrage 
increased. Popular participation the electoral pro- 
cess replaced the legislative caucus means 
selecting candidates. Federalist and Jeffersonian ideas 
governing elite and property office, were at- 
tacked uncongenial American ideas. With Jack- 
son, political offices were created for the benefit the 
people, not for the support the incumbent. There- 
fore the idea rotation citizen participation 
was accord with the best principles self 
government. The political upheaval which began 
1829 ended 1845 but its effects the administra- 
tive system lasted until 1861. 


the pre-Jacksonian era agencies for the implemen- 
tation and execution governmental policy were few 
number. were content operate with four 
executive departments addition the Offices 
the Attorney General and Postmaster General. The 
country was small. The idea government perform- 
ing services for its citizens was relatively unknown. 
Thus was possible for departmental work done 
Secretary and his clerical assistants. Depart- 
mental organization was not only unknown: was 
not needed. But then too, political success yet was 
not dependent upon large national party organizations. 


When “Old Hickory” took office brought with him 
concept the executive office well the 
patronage problems attendant any new administra- 
tion power. the Presidency would 
the direct representative the people, and the execu- 
tive branch would exercise this independence for the 
benefit all Americans. Such position was bound 
conflict with the prevailing Whig concept execu- 
tive power. That doctrine grudgingly accepted the 
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executive separate branch but completely depend- 
ent upon the legislature for its livelihood and exist- 
ence. Thus the battle began. Jackson’s attempts 
reward faithful party workers with executive appoint- 
ments were opposed. Presidential attempts trans- 
fer funds within departments were labeled executive 
usurpations. The distasteful situation the Internal 
Revenue Service; mismanagement the Postal De- 
partment; the impasse over appointments within the 
Army were emphasized beyond reasonable bounds. 
Opponents the President maintained that the party 
system wrecked the career service. 


Despite the supposed chaotic conditions, the admini- 
strative system developed. The worst fears the 
Jacksonian antagonists were not realized for two rea- 
sons. First, most appointees policy posts were hon- 
est, capable and qualified men. Second, the Whigs 
fell prey the same pitfalls patronage. this era 
from 1829 1861 one able witness the evolution 
bureaus into important cogs within departments. 
Chief clerks the departments had job security. 
1849 the Treasury Department found need for 
assistant secretary. Most the personnel scien- 
tific offices had tenure. Examination systems were 
utilized the Army and Navy Departments. The 
Classification Pay Act 1853 brought exami- 
nation system, salary uniformity, and removal sys- 
tem for departmental clerks. These are but few 
the contributions the Jacksonian era administra- 
tive history. Its greatest bequest was the element 
democracy. altered profoundly the character and 
spirit the old system, for better for worse. 
the words Professor White: “The relationship be- 
tween the people and their administrative system was 
not again suggest preference the well-born and 
the well-to-do.” 


This superb volume fitting climax three volume 
study administrative history from the days Wash- 
ington Lincoln. Well documented and written 
facile style, gives the proper perspective the 
incumbency Andrew Jackson well some words 
well deserving praise vastly underrated Ameri- 
can President—James Polk. must for anyone 
interested the study public administration and 
American governmental institutions. 


Timothy Scully, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Barnett, James The American Christmas 
Macmillan. Sept. 14, 1954. 173p. $2.95. 


The Christmas cult and spirit have attracted Americans 
all walks life. Although the Christmas season 
anticipated and celebrated multitudes Ameri- 
cans many varied ways, one the United States 
has ever interpreted, studied and evaluated the signifi- 
cance Christmas from the early colonists the 
present day. There doubt that Mr. Barnett has 
uncovered some interesting facts, for instance that 
was not until 1890 that the State Oklahoma recog- 
nized Christmas legal holiday. 


The American Christmas closely linked with Santa 
Claus. The author points out that the Saint Nicholas 
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figure from which Santa Claus developed was brought 
the American colonies mixed religious-folk 
figure through the Dutch who settled New York. 
his chapter “Christmas Church, Family and 
School,” justly points out that the religious char- 
acter Christmas threatened secular emphases. 
“Rationality and science have diminshed the hold 
religion men’s minds” states. However, view 
the fact that Christmas affects the family unit in- 
ternally, relates society whole and brings 
about family-community integration. 


When did the exploitation Christmas Mr. 
Barnett points out that was not until 1920. the 
close the war 1918, the American economy was 
geared high level output. Both merchants and 
advertising agencies the commercial poten- 
tialities folk festivals and began exploit these occa- 
sions.” this was immediately successful has con- 
tinued unabated the present day. Some the 
exploitations which takes are the gift customs, 
the Christmas club, the Christmas bonus, the Christ- 
mas card (over 1,500,000,000 cards are sent each year). 
Each exploitation carefully studied from the good 
and the bad point view. 


There also excellent chapter “The Social 
Aspect Christmas Art.” Mr. Barnett hopes that 
artists will find Christmas “worthy serious reflection 
and interpretation because few Americans are un- 
moved cultural significance their personal 
involvement the celebration.” Christmas themes 
should indeed challenge artists interpret its signifi- 
cance through the artistic medium. 


Mr. Barnett defends all his data with references. 
Hence, the end the book gives bibliography 
some twenty pages references and bibliography. 
Each one his statements well documented. 
neither praises nor criticizes the celebration Christ- 
mas, merely interprets the facts before him and 
relates them American culture and civilization. 
unusual and rare appraisal Christmas the 
United States which should found every library 
and should make fine Christmas gift. 


Leon Baisier, Ph.D., K.S.G., 
Xavier University, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


The Betty Furness Westinghouse Cookbook 


Prepared under the direction Julia Kiene. Simon 
Schuster. Sept. 16, 1954. 487p. $3.95. 

cookbooks go, this very good. has all the 
qualifications kitchen guidebook and one might 
expect the minute electric appliance 
cookery. The chatty remarks and hints accompanying 
each “know how” “do easy” trick have all the 
flavor Miss Furness’ personality commercial. 


Full coverage all types food, timetables, defini- 
tions, and index make this basic volume. But also 
has many new recipes for experienced cooks who like 
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try something different festive for special occa- 
sion. Numerous little short cuts and tested variations 
make even old standbys sound worth trying new 
way. Don’t misled the glamour girl the 
the whole thing was prepared under the direction 
Julia Kiene, director Westinghouse Home Economics 


Laboratories. 
Kathleen 
Bethesda, Maryland 


REPRINTS 


Nielsen, Helen Obit Delayed 


Dell Book No. 806, 1954. 191p. $0.25. 

lazy editor town newspaper near Mexican border 
finally spurred into activity enough track down the 
murderer waitress. The tough-talk 
background handled with restraint; the plot 
genious enough, but suspense sustained mostly 
the newsman’s reluctance work sweat. 


Wellman, Paul Jubal Troop 
Pocket Books, 1954. 555p. $0.35. 
Author Wellman hit the jackpot with his Iron Mistress 
this oldie—which first appeared 1939—has evi- 
dently been resurrected capitalize current fame. 
Jubal typical superman who perpetrates all kinds 
infamy but redeemed the love good (?) 
woman, Naoma. Strictly for adults who have abso- 
lutely nothing else available this “grown-up” 
ern war the cattle ranges and the oil fields. 

John Coppinger, 

Johns Hopkins University, 

Baltimore, Maryland 


Christmas Gift Suggestion 


Parents, teachers, priests, nuns, friends, relatives, 
anyone who interested reading who must 
direct the reading activities others will appre- 
ciate subscription 


BEST SELLERS 
The Semi-Monthly Book Review Service 


year’s subscription $4.00 ($4.50 Canadian 
and Foreign) will bring entertainment and valu- 
able comment modern books the recipient 
throughout the year. Timely, thorough and com- 
petent reviews modern books shortly after 
publication will bring valuable information all 
who wish know what being published today. 
your request will send Christmas card 
directly the recipient your gift. 


BEST SELLERS 
University Scranton 
Scranton Pa. 
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